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- The MAILING DATE of this eommunleation appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 2 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions Off time may be available under the provistens or37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event however, may a reply be timely fled 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the maSing date of this communication. 

• If the period tot reply specified above is (ess than thirty (30) days, a repty within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days wiO be considered timety. 

• If NO period for repty Is specified above, the maximum stahxtory period wiO appty and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mai&ng date of tNs communication. 

• Faiiure to reply witNn the set or extended period ISor reply wiO, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the ma^ date of this oommunicdbon. even tf timely filed, rray reduce arty 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 08 August 2001 , 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonnal matters, prose<::ution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-60 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Clairh(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-60 is/are reiected. 
?)□ Claim{s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) r] The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or bjD objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held In abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawin9(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Ac^on or fomn PTO*1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the prbrity documents have been received in Application No, . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's PaterU Dravwr^ Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Informallon DIsdosure Statement(s) (PTO-144d or PTCWSBmS) 
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1 . Claims 1-60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
Indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

As per independent claim 1 , the phrase "Yloating point number having a sign bit 
and a mantissa having a fraction portion " (lines 1-2) is not understood. Is "fraction 
portion " a portion of the mantissa? The exponent "e" should be mentioned in the 
preamble or recited as input of the "fraction mask table". There is NO connection 
between the "fraction mask table" and "multiplexer". Similarly noted other Independent 
claims 13, 21 33.41 and 53. 

As per dependent claim 26, the phrase "[tjhe method of claim 1 . wherein 
converting comprises:21 " is mistyped. 

As per dependent claim 40, the preamble is incomplete. It should dependent on 
daim 33. 

2. Claims 1-60 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
reje<:*ion(s) under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, 2"*^ paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Cited references are art of interest. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the recorded 
references do NOT teach or suggest the novel the "fraction mask table" and 
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"multiplexed features as recited in independent apparatus claims. Similarly features as 
recited in independent method claims. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled Xomments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

5. Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner shouW be directed to Tan V. Mai whose telephone number is (703) 305-9761 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on Tue-Fri from 6:30am to 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kakali Chaki, can be reached on (703) 305-9662. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are: 



Non-Official/Draft (703) 746-7240. 
Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3900. 
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□ BLACK BORDERS 
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□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 
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